
Conversation on Race & Healthy Equity Series

Vaccine Hesitancy in Communities of Color

Thursday, February 18, 2021
12:00-1:00 PM

The long-term aspirational goal of Healthy Tri-County to improve the health and well-being 
of every person and community in Berkeley, Charleston and Dorchester counties.



WELCOME!
AGENDA PRESENTERS

Moderator: 
Kimberly Butler Willis, PhD, CHES, CDP
Director, Community Health at RSFH

Host: 
Renee Linyard-Gary, MBA, CHW
Director of Health, TUW



HOUSEKEEPING

 Use Webex CHAT for comments and questions

 Webex polling will be conducted

 Slides will be made available

 Meeting recording will be posted to our Healthy Tri-County 
website

 



GOALS FOR TODAY

 Data and information on COVID-19 vaccines and 
vaccine hesitancy.

 Share how health inequalities have impacted 
communities of color, leading to mistrust.

 Underscore the need for accurate information, 
transparency, equitable distribution and access.

 Answer common questions and concerns participants 
might have about getting the vaccines.

 Increase vaccine uptake in our community!

 



INTERACTIVE POLLING #1



HEALTHY TRI-COUNTY
Healthy Tri-County, is a multi-sector regional initiative to improve health outcomes in 
Berkeley, Charleston, and Dorchester counties, powered by Trident United Way in 
collaboration with Core Partners MUSC Health and Roper St. Francis Healthcare.

The long-term aspirational goal of Healthy Tri-County to improve the health and well-being 
of every person and community in Berkeley, Charleston and Dorchester counties.

www.healthytricounty.com



WHY WE FOCUS ON HEALTH EQUITY

Mistrust is a current 
issue.



INTERACTIVE POLLING #2



Race and Health Equity: 
Vaccine Hesitancy in Communities of  Color



"



Status of  COVID-19: Where are we now?



South Carolina COVID-19 Cases and Deaths  
(As of  2/13/2021)

South Carolina Lowcountry Region Tri-County Area

Population (in Millions) 5.1 1.2 0.8

Confirmed Cases 

Total Number of  Cases 483,140 81,940 51,831

Cases per 100,000 Population 9,384 6,802 6,462

Confirmed Deaths 

Total Number of  Deaths 7,911 1,336 701

Deaths per 100,000 Population 153 111 87

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/NC,GA,SC,US/PST045219, 
Accessed 1/25/21.
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days, 
Accessed 1/25/21.



COVID-19 in the Tri-County Area
by Demographic Groups



Tri-County Population and COVID-19 Data, by Sex
(As of  2/13/2021) 
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Tri-County Population and COVID-19 Data, by Race Groups
(As of  2/13/2021)



Tri-County COVID-19 Data, by Age-Group 
(As of  2/13/2021) 
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South Carolina Vaccine Distribution



South Carolina COVID-19 Vaccines Administered, by Sex 
(As of  2/13/2021)
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Source: https://scdhec.gov/covid19/covid-19-vaccination-dashboard,Accessed 2/16/21.



South Carolina COVID-19 Vaccines Administered, by Age-Group 
(As of  2/13/2021)
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Source: https://scdhec.gov/covid19/covid-19-vaccination-dashboard,Accessed 2/16/21.



South Carolina COVID-19 Vaccines Administered, by Race
(As of  2/13/2021)
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Source: https://scdhec.gov/covid19/covid-19-vaccination-dashboard,Accessed 2/16/21.



Vaccine Hesitancy and Uptake



Willingness to Accept a Vaccine Falls on a Continuum



Rural Residents Most Resistant to COVID-19 
Vaccination; Black, Hispanic Adults Most Likely to “Wait 

and See”
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Percent who say they will get a COVID-19 vaccine: 

Source: https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/report/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-december-2020/, Accessed 2/16/21.
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Essential Workers: Intention to Get the COVID-19 Vaccine

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7006e3.htm?s_cid=mm7006e3_e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-
DM49056&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-
%20Vol.%2070%2C%20February%209%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM49056, Accessed 2/16/21.







Hesitancy and Acceptance of  the COVID-19 Vaccine

Factors weighing 
on acceptance:

Are there side effects?

Does it work?

Is it safe?

How much does it 
cost?

Tyson, A, Johnson, C, & Funk, C. (2020, September 17). U.S. Public Now Divided Over Whether To Get 
COVID-19 Vaccine. Pew Research Center. https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2020/09/17/u-s-public-
now-divided-over-whether-to-get-covid-19-vaccine/, Accessed 1/25/21. 

COVID-19 vaccine 
more acceptable if:

Healthcare team said it was safe 

No costs to the individual

It would help get back to 
school and work 

They could get it easily

Jackson, C., & Newall, M. (2020, September 29). Despite COVID-19 spike, few individual behaviors are changing. Ipsos. 
https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/news-polls/axios-ipsos-coronavirus-index, Accessed 1/25/21. 



Resources
CDC. COVID data tracker: COVID-19 vaccinations in the United States. Accessed February 13, 2021. Atlanta, 
GA: US Department of  Health and Human Ser vices, CDC; 2021. https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-
tracker/#vaccinations

CDC. Vaccinate with confidence: strategy to reinforce confidence in COVID-19 vaccines. Atlanta, GA: US 
Department of  Health and Human Services, CDC; 2020. https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/
vaccinate-with-confidence.html

Kaiser Family Foundation. Coronavirus (COVID-19). KFF COVID-19 vaccine monitor: December 2020. 
San Francisco, CA: Kaiser Family Foundation; 2020. https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/report/ kff-
covid-19-vaccine-monitor-december-2020/

S.C. DHEC. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). https://scdhec.gov/covid19

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccinate-with-confidence.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccinate-with-confidence.html
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/report/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-december-2020/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/report/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-december-2020/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/report/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-december-2020/


Emma Frazier
Ashley Green 

DHEC Lowcountry COVID-19 Epidemiologist Team
covid-19reports@dhec.sc.gov



VACCINE HESITANCY: A CONVERSATION WITH 
COMMUNITY LEADERS 



CALL TO ACTION

• Collaborate to Address 
Health Disparities

• Build Trust  

• Provide Accurate Health & 
Community Information and 
Resources

• JOIN US!



INTERACTIVE POLLING #3



THANKS & EVALUATION

CHANGE HAPPENS TOGETHER!

www.healthytricounty.com
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