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UNITEDFOR ALICE

Making Choices




ALICE®
an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed,

Is a new way of defining and understanding the struggles of

households that earn above the Federal Poverty Level,
but not enough to afford basic necessities.
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What is the ALICE Threshold?

ALICE

Households with income above the
Federal Poverty Level but below the
basic cost of living.

ALICE THRESHOLD:

The average income needed to afford
the Household Survival Budget.

(ALICE + Federal Poverty Level = ALICE Threshold)
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CURRENT NEED
2 million

Total Households in South
Carolina

811933

Households below the ALICE
threshold

In South Carolina,
43% of households
live on the verge of
financial instability

and struggle to meet
basic needs.
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CURRENT NEED

316,3/8

Households in Tri-County

127,826

Households at or below
the ALICE threshold

In the Tri-County,
roughly 40% of
households
live on the verge of
financial instability
and struggle to
make ends meet.




UNITED FOR ALICE
ALICE Household Survival Budget

Monthly Costs Household Type - Varies

Housing — Rent & Utilities Determined by Fair Market Rent and
Consumer Expenditure Survey

Childcare Costs vary by ages

Food USDA Thrifty Food Plan

Transportation Operating costs for a car

Healthcare Health insurance premiums & out-of-
pocket costs

Technology Smartphone plan

Miscellaneous 10% of monthly budget

Taxes Federal, state, and local

Annual Total Amount Required to Meet Basic
Needs

Full-time Hourly Wage Amount Required to Meet Basic United
Needs Way hod
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Household Survival Budget, Charleston County, 2021

2 ADULTS, 1NFANT,

SINGLE ADULT { PRESCHOOLER
Monthly Costs and Credits
Housing — Rent $924 $1,009
Housing - Utilities $154 $292
Child Care - $1,188
Food $495 $1,349
Transportation $346 $822
Health Care $209 $714
Technology §75 $110
Miscellaneous §220 $548
Tax Payments $389 $1,139
Tax Credits S0 -$1,277
Monthly Total $2,812 $5,894
ANNUAL TOTAL $33,744 $§70,728
Hourly Wage* $16.87 $35.36




Household Survival Budget, Greenville County, 2021

SINGLE ADULT

2 ADULTS, T INFANT,

1 PRESCHOOLER
Monthly Costs and Credits
Housing — Rent S687 §792
Housing — Utilities S$154 §292
Child Care - $1,188
Food $439 $1,196
Transportation S346 $822
Health Care $209 8714
Technology $75 $110
Miscellaneous $191 S511
Tax Payments S$306 $1,030
Tax Credits S0 -81,277
Monthly Total $2,407 $5,378
ANNUAL TOTAL $28,884 $64,536
Hourly Wage* $14.44 $32.27




Household Survival Budget, Florence County, 2021

SINGLE ADULT 2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT,
1PRESCHOOLER
Monthly Costs and Credits
Housing — Rent 5462 §517
Housing - Utilities 5154 $292
Child Care = $1,188
Food S377 51,029
Transportation $346 $822
Health Care 5209 S$714
Technology §75 $110
Miscellaneous 5162 S467
Tax Payments $229 $900
Tax Credits S0 -$1,277
Monthly Total $2,014 54,762
ANNUAL TOTAL $24,168 557,144
Hourly Wage* $12.08 $28.57




UNITEDFOR ALICE

Population Age 16 and Over = 4.1 Million

4% 3%
Part-Time Salary Unemployed

N | |

21" 21" 1% 22" 18”
Full-Time Full-Time Part-Time Not in Labor Not in Labor
Salary Hourly Hourly Force - Other Force - Retired
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UNITEDFOR ALICE

Most Common Industries for Workers Below ALICE Threshold with Number of Workers and Average
Full-Time Hourly Wage

Retaill Trade 8F, 781 $11.60

Accommodabion and Food 71.310 58.93

SEMVICES

Health Care and Social
Asgsistance

64,222 h12.61

Manufacturing 60,662 $13.67

Administrative and Support
and Waste Management and &F,338 $13.06

Hemeadiation Services
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UNITEDFOR ALICE

Key Variable: Full-Time Workers Earning Enough for Household Survival Budget (1 Adult, 1
School-Age Child) by Race/Ethnicity

ALL Workers 60%

AlIAN Workers | 49%

Asian Workers [62%

Black Workers 46%

Hispanic Workers 46%

Native Hawaiian/Pl Workers 63%
Some Other Race Workers [58%
l'wo+ Races Workers [61%

White Workers 6%
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UNITEDFOR ALICE

Homeownership, Households Below ALICE Threshold, by Race/Ethnicity

ALL Homeowners
Al/AN Homeowners
Asian Homeowners
Black Homeowners

Hispanic Homeowners &

Mative Hawaiian/Fl
Homeowners

some Other Race 8
Homeowners

[wo+ Maces Homeowners

White Homeowners
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UNITEDFOR ALICE

Breakouts
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UNITEDFOR ALICE

Next Steps
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SOUTH CAROLINA:

A STUDY OF
FINANCIAL HARDSHIP

ALICE: Asset Limited, Income
Constrained, Employed

2023 Report | UnitedForALICE.org

- Katie Reams — kreams@tuw.org
« unitedforalice.org



mailto:kreams@tuw.org
http://www.unitedforalice.org/
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