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UNITED FOR ALICE

Making Choices



WHO IS ALICE ?
ALICE , 

an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, 

is a new way of defining and understanding the struggles of 
households that earn above the Federal Poverty Level, 

but not enough to afford basic necessities.



What is the ALICE  Threshold?

ALICE
Households with income above the 
Federal Poverty Level but below the 

basic cost of living.

ALICE  THRESHOLD:
The average income needed to afford 

the Household Survival Budget.

(ALICE + Federal Poverty Level = ALICE Threshold)



CURRENT NEED
In South Carolina, 

43% of households 
live on the verge of 
financial instability 

and struggle to meet 
basic needs. 

2 million
Total Households in South 

Carolina

877,933
Households below the ALICE 

threshold



CURRENT NEED
In the Tri-County, 
roughly 40% of 

households 
live on the verge of 
financial instability 

and struggle to 
make ends meet. 

316,378
Households in Tri-County 

127,826
Households at or below 

the ALICE threshold



UNITED FOR ALICE
ALICE Household Survival Budget 

Monthly Costs Household Type – Varies 
Housing – Rent & Utilities Determined by Fair Market Rent and 

Consumer Expenditure Survey

Childcare Costs vary by ages
Food USDA Thrifty Food Plan
Transportation Operating costs for a car
Healthcare Health insurance premiums & out-of-

pocket costs
Technology Smartphone plan
Miscellaneous 10% of monthly budget
Taxes Federal, state, and local
Annual Total Amount Required to Meet Basic 

Needs
Full-time Hourly Wage Amount Required to Meet Basic 

Needs
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Breakouts
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Next Steps



mailto:kreams@tuw.org
http://www.unitedforalice.org/
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